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Sunday, December 22nd, 2013 

Sunday before the Birth of Christ (Ancestors of the Lord). Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40; Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 
(Genealogy of the Savior).  

Tone 1. Mat.Gos.4. 
Great-martyr Anastasia & her teacher the Martyr Chrysogonos; Martyr Theodota 

  
TROPARION OF THE DAY  

 
FOR THE RESURRECTION , Tone 1 

The stone being sealed by the Jews, and thy pure body being guarded by the soldiers, thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting 
life to the world.  Wherefore, the heavenly powers acclaimed thee, O Giver of life, crying, Glory to thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to 
thy kingdom!  Glory to thy gracious providence, O thou only Lover of mankind.  

EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS, Tone 1 
O LORD, save thy people, and bless thine inheritance. Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries, and by the virtue 
of thy Cross preserve thy habitation.  

SAINT PARASCHEVA THE NEW, Tone 4 
You chose a silent and solitary life; you followed Christ your Bridegroom. You took his easy yoke in your youth, arming yourself with 
the sign of the Cross. You contended against spiritual enemies through fasting, tears and labors, O glorious Paraskeva. Now you stand 
before Christ with the Wise Virgins: Intercede for us who honor your precious memory. 

SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA, Tone 8 
As the bountiful harvest of Your sowing of salvation, the lands of North America offer to You, O Lord, all the saints who have shone in 
them. By their prayers keep the Church and our land in abiding peace Through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One. 

SAINT JOHN (Maximovitch) The Wonderworker, Of Shanghai and San Francisco, Tone 6 
Glorious apostle to an age of coldness and unbelief, invested with the grace-filled power of the saints of old, divinely-
illumined seer of heavenly mysteries, Saint John The Wonderworker, feeder of orphans, hope of the hopeless, thou 
didst enkindle on earth the fire of love for Christ upon the dark eve of the day of judgment; pray now that this sacred 
flame may also rise from our hearts. 

                               For the Fathers Tone 2 
                              Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames as thou at waters 
of rest.  And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep.  Wherefore, by their 
pleadings, O Christ God, Have mercy upon us.  

For the Forefeast Tone 2 
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Make ready, O Bethlehem; for Eden hath been opened for all. Prepare, O Ephratha; for the Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the cave 
from the Virgin; for her belly did appear as a supersensual paradise in which is planted the divine Plant, whereof eating we shall live and 
not die as Adam. Verily, Christ shall be born, raising the likeness that fell of old.  

 



Readings of the day (Sunday before the Nativity) 

Epistle 
Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40 (Sunday Before Nativity of Christ) 

Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our Fathers. 
For you are just in all you have done. 

 
BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him 
of the same promise.  For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I 
say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  Women received their dead by resurrection.  
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life.  Others suffered mocking and scourging, and 
even chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy, wandering over deserts and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since 
God had . 
30  

Gospel 
Matthew 1:1-25 (Sunday Before Nativity of Christ) 

 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Aram and Aram the father of Ammin'adab, and Ammin'adab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Bo'az by Rahab, and Bo'az the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the 
father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uri'ah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo'am, and 
Rehobo'am the father of Abi'jah, and Abi'jah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosh'aphat, and Jehosh'aphat the father of Joram, 
and Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, and Uzzi'ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezeki'ah, and 
Hezeki'ah the father of Manas'seh, and Manas'seh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josi'ah, and Josi'ah the father of Jechoni'ah 
and his brothers, at the time of the deportation of Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni'ah was the father of Sheal'ti-el, 
and Sheal'ti-el the father of Zerub'babel, and Zerub'babel the father of Abi'ud, and Abi'ud the father of Eli'akim and Eli'akim the father of 
Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zakod the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eli'ud, and Eli'ud the father of Elea'zar, and 
Elea'zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was 
born, who is called Christ. So all generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to 
Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the 
Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he 
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and his name shall be called Emman'u-el" (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus 
 

CALENDAR OF THE WEEK 

D E C E M B E R 
Daylight - 9 hours Night - 15 hours 

 
22 S Great-martyr Anastasia & her teacher the Martyr Chrysogonos; Martyr Theodota (F,W,O) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Sunday before the Birth of Christ (Ancestors of the Lord). Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40.  
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 (Genealogy of the Savior). Tone 1. Mat. Gos. 4.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
23 Mx Holy 10 Martyrs of Crete; St. Paul of Neo-Caesaria; Ven. Nahum of Ohrid (W,O)  
24 T Nun-Martyr Eugenia (Eve of Birth of Christ)  
25 W(+) Nativity of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus Christ (Fast-free)  
26 T (+) Synaxis of the Most Holy Birthgiver of God; + Ven. Nicodemus of Tismana (Fast- free)  
27 F +) Proto-martyr Stephen the Archdeacon (Fast-free)  
28 S 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia; St. Simeon of the Holy Mountain (Saturday after Nativity of Christ)  
29 S Holy 14,000 Infants (Holy Innocents) slain by Herod 

 
 
 



Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
The schedule of Service  

 
Tuesday       Dec, 24, 2013                         9am Royal Hours 
                  6pm Great Vespers and Litia 
Wednesday   Dec 25, 2013 
( Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ)                  9am Matins 
                         10am Divine Liturgy 
                     12pm Potluck & Christmas Carols 
 
Thursday      Dec 26, 2013   
( Synaxis of The Birthgiver of God)                    9am Diuvine Liturgy    
 

 
The Day of Christmas 

 
Epistle (Galatians 4:4-7) 

 
Bretheren, when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, o redeem those who 
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of[b] God through Christ. 

 

Gospel (Matthew 2:1-12) 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by 
the prophet:‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a 
Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel. Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the 
star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, 
bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceedingly great joy.And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and 
worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.Then, being 
divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way. 

Christ is Born !   Glorify Him ! 

 



Pastoral letter 2013 

Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior 

Jesus Christ 
Dearly Beloved Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of our God-protected 

Episcopate: 
Christ is born! Let us glorify Him! 

 
By God’s grace, we have come to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks be to him!  
Christmas is an invitation to us to come to the manger wherein rests the infant Messiah and to make ourselves to be 
like little children. It is a time of the year when the words of the Cherubic Hymn that we sing during the Divine 
Liturgy have special meaning: “Let us lay aside all earthly cares.” Indeed, who has fewer cares than a trusting 
child? We must also put aside our daily concerns so that, emptied of self and with open heart, we may in fact, 
“receive the King of all,” paying homage to the newborn Prince of Peace, King of kings and Lord of Lords. Laying 
our gift of trust in him at his feet, we are immediately rewarded with his blessing on us, the blessing of Hope. 
Without hope, man is devoid of a purpose to live, of a future, of a tomorrow. Hope is something positive, the 
possibility of change, and this, for the better. Alone, man is unable to overcome the world; but in Christ, all things 
are possible. Every philosophy, every human plan or scheme is nonsense unless based on the truth which radiates 
from the Christ child in the cave. By his life and teaching, the Lord Christ has lifted our spirits to the heavens by 
telling us that he came to give us life and life more abundantly. This abundance is not a quantitative one but 
qualitative, of true value, which held good for our fathers, for us and for the generations to come. Regardless of the 
times, the government or powers that be, God’s values are forever. These lasting values, that the world was created 
good by God and that man, every human being, is made in his image and likeness, are made known to all who 
accept the Lord and put their trust in him. This trust in the Savior refreshes us daily, renews us, lifts our hearts 
from our daily cares and quickens our bodies. Thus, every minute of each day is precious, because it is an 
opportunity to bear witness to him by our own words and actions. We thereby urge others to come with us to the 
cave, to believe and trust, to have hope and press forward, fulfilling this life and preparing for the continuation of 
our existence in eternity. All mankind mystically approaches Bethlehem, running to follow the rays of the God-
sent star, to bask in the resplendent light radiating from the child in the cave. National boundaries and races all 
disappear in the penetrating, searching, probing, revealing illumination beaming forth from that shelter in the earth. 
At his side, we are united with our loved ones: both those near and those far; those on earth and those in the bosom 
of Abraham; those into whose eyes we can see, and those whose gaze we can only recall; those whose hands we 
can grasp, and those whose hands we can only remember. Yes, the entire Church from all time kneels in adoration 
with the angelic host at the foot of the Lord, the infant Messiah.  
Dearly Beloved:  
Let us be glad and rejoice in this day, for a new earth and a new heaven are ushered in! Our hope, indeed, is in the 
name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  

Christ is born, and hope is renewed! 
Christ is born, and darkness is dispelled! 
Christ is born, and we are saved by faith! 

 
+ NathanieL 

by the grace of God and the will of the people, 
Archbishop of Detroit and the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 

 
 

Christ is Born ! Glorify Him ! 
 

Hristos se naste ! Mariti-L ! 
Sarbatori Fericite ! La Multi Ani ! 


